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Source: Ching, HKSAR, MSAR, and TCA
Title: Proposal on Basic International |deograph
g‘.a"“.sb: - Subset (BIIS)
Mlztdrilur%tl'on. Joint Proposal
' IRG Members and Ideographic Experts
Electronic
Needs

There are over 70,000 CIK unified ideographs encoded in 1SO/IEC 10646. Since there are
different demands from vendors, implementers and users of CJK unified ideographs, itis
necessary to specify a CJK subset containing daily use ideographs for CJK common use. The
objectives for producing such a common set are:

a. tolower the cost for users, to provide conveniences to them and meet the day-to-day need;
b. to meet the demands for international information interchange electronically
c. toencourage countries/regionsto apply international standards.

We recogni ze that different applications may need different subsets, a basic subset is needed
currently.

Definition

The CXK international basic subset (hereafter abbreviated to Subset) is a coded character set
containing basic and most frequently used ideographs from CJK Unified Ideographs and CIK
Unified Ideographs Extension A of ISO/IEC 10646.

Acceptance Criteria

a. Therepertoire of the Subset should be stable for along period of time.

b. To speed up the process of defining the Subset, the core of the Subset should be derived
from existing basic character sets. Additional characters could then be added to the core
on the basis of demonstrated needs, such as frequency of usage, political and cultural



importance.

c. Therepertoire of Subset should reflect the need of modern daily use. IRG members are
required to provide statistics of ideograph-use frequency, which is based on modern
publications, such as newspapers, and elementary education texts, with corpus size over
10,000,000 characters (not limited to ideographs only), while submitting their Subset
proposals.

d. Usage frequency of characters should be weighted. Ideographs which cannot be
substituted by al phabet-like symbols (such as Japanese kana and K orean hangul) should
carry more weight.

e. The repertoires submitted by IRG members should be generated based on, if any, basic
ideograph listsissued by their governments or other institutions respectively.

f. Ideographs not in basic ideograph lists but nonetheless needed by IRG members will be
considered for inclusion in the Subset. It is suggested that any limit of such ideographs
from each IRG member’s submission should be discussed and set by IRG.

g. Variant forms of simplified ideographs that are in the basic ideograph lists can be included
in the Subset too. Therefore, the simplified and unsimplified variants can be in the Subset if
they are in any basic ideograph list such as the General List of Smplified Hanz.

h. Only canonical forms of variants confirmed by their submitters can be contained in the
Subset.

It is estimated that the Subset should contain less than 10,000 ideographs according to above
criteria

References: basic ideograph lists

Below are some references of China, HKSAR, MacauSAR and TCA. References from other

IRG members are needed.

a. China General Purpose Hanz List of Modern Chinese Ideograms (National Language
Committee, Administration of the Press and Publication)

b. China: General List of Smplified Hanz (National Language Committee, 1986)

c. China GB 2312-80 Chinese Ideograms Coded Character Set for Information
Interchange — Basic Set

2000

Hong Kong: “Hong Kong Supplementary Character Set — 2001” (HKSAR Government
2001)

f. TCA-CNS 11643-1992 1% Plane & 2™ Plane
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There are over 70,000 CIK unified ideographs encoded in ISO/IEC 10646. Since there are
different demands from vendors, implementers and users of CJK unified ideographs, it is
necessary to specify a CJK subset containing daily use ideographs for CJK common use. The
objectives for producing such acommon set are:

a. tolower the cost for users, to provide conveniences to them and meet the day-to-day need;
b. to meet the demands for international information interchange electronically
c. toencourage countries/regionsto apply international standards.

We recogni ze that different applications may need different subsets, a basic subset is needed
currently.

Definition

The CIXK international basic subset (hereafter abbreviated to Subset) is a coded character set
containing basic and most frequently used ideographs from CJK Unified Ideographs and CIK
Unified Ideographs Extension A of ISO/IEC 10646.

Acceptance Criteria

a. Therepertoire of the Subset should be stable for along period of time.

b. The repertoire of Subset should reflect the need of modern daily use. IRG members are
required to provide statistics of ideograph-use frequency, which is based on modern



publications, such as newspapers, and elementary education texts, with corpus size over
10,000,000 characters (not limited to ideographs only), while submitting their Subset
proposals. |deographs which are represented by phonetic symbolsin daily use should carry
less weight.

The repertoires submitted by IRG members should be generated based on, if any, basic
ideograph listsissued by their governments or other authoritative ingtitutions respectively.
|deographs not in basic ideograph lists but nonethel ess needed by IRG members will be
considered for inclusion in the Subset. It is suggested that such ideographs from each IRG
member’s submission should be limited to 20 unless strong justifications with high
frequency use are provided.

Variant forms of simplified ideographs that are in the basic ideograph lists can be included
in the Subset too. Therefore, the simplified and unsimplified variants can be in the Subset if
they arein any basic ideograph list such as the General List of Smplified Hanz.

Only canonical forms of variants confirmed by their submitters can be contained in the
Subset.

It is estimated that the Subset should contain less than 10,000 ideographs according to above
criteria

References: basic ideograph lists

Below are some references of Chinga, HKSAR, MacauSAR and TCA. References from other
IRG members are needed.

a

China: General Purpose Hanz List of Modern Chinese Ideograms (National Language
Committee, Administration of the Press and Publication)
China: General List of Smplified Hanz (National Language Committee, 1986)

c. China GB 2312-80 Chinese Ideograms Coded Character Set for Information

Interchange — Basic Set
2000
Hong Kong: “Hong Kong Supplementary Character Set — 2001” (HKSAR Government
2001)
TCA-CNS 11643-1992 1% Plane & 2™ Plane



IRG Report to WG2 on Creation of an 1SO 10646 Subset

(Extract of Salient Points)

Considerationsfor the contents of the common subset

1. The common subset should be geared at providing support for uses such as:

elementary education

unspecialized, general publications such as newspapers, magazines, and novels
textbooks for primary and middle schools

frequently used colloquial (spoken) characters

the most common personal names and place names

PO T

Size consider ations

2. Among the national and regional standards in current use which provide for the
bulk of common use, the relevant character sets are of the following sizes::

China- GO (level 1) : 3,755
Taiwan-T1 : 5,412
HKSAR - HKSCS : 4,818
Japan - X0 (levelsland 2) 6,356
Korea- KO : 4,620
3. From government lists for primary and secondary education, there are the

following character counts:

China : ~3,500
Taiwan : 4,808
HKSAR : 4,759
Japan : 1,945
Korea : 1,800
4, The intersection of the above two sets of counts consists of about 2,500

characters and their union is about 6,300. It istherefore anticipated that a collection of
6,500—7,000 characters would be adequate to cover the needs of the standard subset.

Development Plan

5. Each IRG member is to start with two collections, i.e. Level 1 of its encoded
character set and any standard list of characters used in education, preferably



government-issued. The union of the two collections will form the first approximation
for the member’s submission to IRG.  The member will then subtract from and add to
thislist.

6. Only characters currently encoded in ISO/IEC 10646 may be included. IRG
members are strongly discouraged from including characters from Extension B.

7. Justifications for inclusion to the basic list should be available. The
justifications need not be detailed. For example, a member may justify characters
using the following format:

Place names . U+6C39 [E
Peoplenames :  U+8340 i
Colloquial © U+4E5C 12,
8. By March 2003, each member is to send to the IRG alist of the sources it will

be using for its list of ideographs, together with an estimate for the size of itsfina list.
Thefinal list must be submitted at least one month before the next IRG meeting so that
amerged list can be produced. The IRG will then review the result at the next meeting.
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